POETRY FROM GAREW TO DORSET

survive in MS. collections. No second ed. of Hesperides appeared
in the seventeenth century and the biographical and critical
notices of Herrick in Anthony a Wood, Phillips and Winstanley,
are meagre and inaccurate. Dryden, although he was distantly
related to Herrick, never mentions him in his critical works. For
over a century he seems to have been forgotten, although it is said
that some of his poems were handed down by oral tradition
among the country people of Dean Prior in Devonshire, where he
spent a large part of his life as a country parson. It was not until
the end of the eighteenth century that his poetry was rediscovered.
In 1796-7 J. Nichols drew attention to it in the Gentlemaris Magazine ^
and soon after Dr. N. Drake praised it in his Literary Hours. In
1810 G. F. Nott pub. the first modern ed., a selection from the
Hesperides; in 1823 a complete ed. by T. Maitland appeared at
Edinburgh, and in 1846 Pickering pub. an ed. with introd. by
S. W. Singer. Nineteenth-century edd. include those of W* G,
Hazlitt (1869), A. B. Grosart (1876), Palgrave (a selection, 1877),
A. W. Pollard (M.L., with introd. by Swinburne, 1891)., and
Gollancz in T\C, The standard modern ed. is The Poetical Works,
ed. F. W. Moorman (Q.U.P.). There is a cheaper rpt. of this ed.
with omission of the epigrams by P. Simpson (1921); the O.U.P,
also pub. a finely-printed ed. in the Hesperides Series (2 vols,).
Moorman's excellent monograph, Robert Herrick^ a Biographical
and Critical Study (1910) is the most reliable and exhaustive bio-
graphical and critical study. See also the chapter on Herrick^by *
the same author in C.H.E.L., VII, i.

GEORGE WITHER (1588-1667)

George Wither (called "wretched Withers" by Pope) was a
belated Elizabethan in his poetry, though he survived till the
reign of Charles II. He was imprisoned for a satire. Abuse Stript
and Whipt (1613), and while he was in the Marshalsea wrote his
pastoral. The Shepheard's Hunting (1615). In 1622 he pub, his
Juvenilia and Fair* Virtue or the Mistresse of Philarete* These vols.
contain most of his best poetry. The excellent poem on Christmas
appears in the Fain Virtue vol. His later works are mainly religious
verse. Wither's works were rptd. by the Spenser Society
(1871-3), and an ed. by F. Sidgwick (a vols.) appeared in 1903.
There is also a selection by H. Morley (1891),

SIR WILLIAM DAVENANT (1606-8)
Davenant's most important non-dramatic poetry is to be found

331